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Althorne Parish Council

The Parish Hall, Summerhill, Althorne, CM3 6BY

E-mail althornepc@yahoo.com
Tel: 01621 744825
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF ALTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL, HELD 7.30PM IN THE PARISH HALL ON WEDNESDAY, 29th AUGUST 2018. 
Present:

Cllr. Paul Burgess, Cllr J Lakin, Cllr M Bassenger and 11 members of the public. 
18/120
Apologies for absence

To receive apologies for absence – Cllr M Faraway, Cllr B Noye, Cllr M Abraham and District Councillor Acevedo..
18/121
Minutes of Meetings

To approve as a correct record the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 27th June 2018 and 25th July 2018.

27th June 2018 proposed by Cllr J Lakin, seconded by Cllr M Bassenger.

25th July 2018 proposed by Cllr J Lakin, seconded by Cllr M Bassenger.   
18/122
Declaration of Interests

To receive ‘Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, Other Pecuniary Interests or Non-Pecuniary Interests relating to items on the agenda.
18/125.01
17/01376/FUL PP-06558087 Non Pecuniary Interest Cllr P Burgess

18/125.01
17/01376/FUL PP-06558087 Pecuniary Interest Cllr J Lakin 
18/123
Public Forum with respect to items on the Agenda

Terry Inkpen asked if Althorne Parish Council would be will to authorise Cllr P Burgess to attend South East Area Planning Committee on Monday 10th September 2018 to make a representation on planning application 18/00673, this was proposed by Cllr M Bassenger, seconded by Cllr J Lakin.
There was a short discussion on Tree Preservation Orders.

18/124

Finance

To advise members of receipts, automated payments and to approve the cheques for

payment and signing 
01/07/2018

Althorne Parish Hall Trustees Rent


£   50.00

03/07/2018

BT Telephone and broadband


£   58.73

06/07/2018

Maldon District Council Comm Prot Team

£ 229.46

09/07/2018

BT T3elephone and broadband


£   59.81

10/07/2018

MSJ Garwood
Grass Cutting



£ 499.37

25/07/2018

Althorne Village News




£   10.00

25/07/2018

RCCE Membership




£   72.60

25/07/2018

Joanna Jeffery Clerks wages



£ 629.26

25/07/2018

EALC Training





£ 409.45

25/07/2018

Dengie Tech





£   40.00

29/08/2018

MSJ Garwood
Grass Cutting



£ 560.27

29/08/2018

MSJ Gardwood Grass Cutting


£ 390.95

29/08/2018

Maldon District Council GDPR Advisor

£ 180.00

29/08/2018

Althorne Village News




£   10.00

29/08/2018

J Jeffery Clerks Wages



£ 492.46

29/08/2018

HMRC Clerks Tax and NI



£    66.40

29/08/2018

ASAP Office Services Internal Auditor

£  202.86

29/08/2018

Playsafety Ltd
playground inspection


£  189.00

Proposed by Cllr M Bassenger, Seconded by Cllr J Lakin.


18/125

Planning

18/125.01

Applications requiring response from Althorne Parish Council:



Week ending: 29th June 2018



17/01376/FUL PP-06558087

Retrospective – Extension/alterations to barge S.S.Nautica including construction of a bridge for navigation and office use and the change the use on upper deck from office to café/dining/clubhouse with associated facilities.

Club Nautico, Bridgemarsh Marine, Bridgemarsh Lane Althorne

REFUSED
Week ending: 20th July 2018

FUL/MAL/18/00814

Porch on mobile home

8 West Avenue, Althorne, Essex

APPROVED

18/125.02

Decisions advised by Maldon District Council:


Week ending: 22nd June 2018



HOUSE/MAL/18/00319

Demolish existing garage and workshop and replace with one new timber framed building.

Fiddlers Rest The Endway Althorne Essex

APPROVE

FUL/MAL/18/00355

Demolition of existing dwelling and garage and erection of replacement dwelling and garage, formation of a new site access and landscaping.

Tamarisk Lodge Bridgemarsh Lane Althorne Essex



APPROVE



Town and Country Planning Act 1990

Weekly List Of Decisions

Week Ending 6 July 2018

FUL/MAL/18/00424 Althorne

Demolition of existing dwelling and the construction of a replacement dwelling

and a double garage.

Meadow View Barnes Farm Drive Althorne Esse



Town and Country Planning Act 1990

Weekly List Of Decisions

Week Ending 6 July 2018

FUL/MAL/18/00424 Althorne

Demolition of existing dwelling and the construction of a replacement dwelling

and a double garage.

Meadow View Barnes Farm Drive Althorne Esse



18/00424/FUL PP-06874302


Demolition of existing dwelling and the construction of a replacement dwelling and a double garage.  Previously approved under ref FUL/MAL/04/00853

Meadow View Barnes Farm Drive Althorne Essex



APPROVE



18/000559/WTPO

TPO 3/12. G1 11 fruit trees – cut back to give 0.5m clearance on access track.  Reduce height to a maximum of 5m.  Remove dead, damaged or crossing branches.  Remove Ivy. Remove 1 stem to facilitate erection of fence.



Panorama Fambridge Road Althorne Essex



APPROVE

18/125.03

Planning Appeal advised by Maldon District Council


Site Address: None

18/125.04

Planning Appeal decisions advised by Maldon District Council



Week ending: None 
18/125.05

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

18/125.06

Neighbourhood Plan:

Althorne is a designated Neighbourhood Area.

A Steering Group has been formed and all new members are welcome to attend a short meeting after the Parish Council Meeting.

There was a short discussion regarding finance for running costs of the Neighbourhood Plan, the Clerk informed that as Responsible Financial Officer, decisions regarding any spends must be approved at meetings, giving clear instructions and decisions.  Invoices must be provided, whilst the Clerk does not wish to appear unreasonable Althorne Parish Council does have set procedures to follow.

There will be an agenda item regarding bank account/petty cash.

18/126

District Councillors’ Report


No District Councillor’s report.
18/127

Land North of Southminster Road



Presentation from Bidwells.
Robert Phillips from Endurance Estates and Lisa Skinner from Bidwells attended to give a brief presentation regarding approx. 8 hectares of land north of Southminster Road.  Details of any proposal the company may put forward was very scarce and when questioned by Council members Mr Phillips and Ms Skinner would not give any indication as to how many potential building plots were to be considered.  Members commented that Althorne has no facilities ie shops, doctors, Primary or secondary schools.  The proposal was for a development outside of the village development boundary in a non-sustainable location.  The meeting was opened to the floor by the Chair for comment.  A parishioner asked how any development at the site would enhance the village, also it was commented that Althorne has a vast selection of properties that cater for all housing needs in the village, why would Alhorne want more development.  Concerns were raised by Parishioners and Councillors regarding traffic congestion and sewerage.
18/128

Party in the park 2018

Southminster Parish Council will be hosting a FREE Halloween event on Saturday 27th October 2018, 3.30pm – 6pm, would Althorne Parish Council like to make a donation.

Cllr J Lakin proposed a donation of £50, seconded by Cllr M Bassenger.
18/129

Transport Report

.


Buses
New ECC contracts for Bus services were due July 2018, but not put in place so current contracts have been extended.  Longer term position to be discussed at ECC Transport Rep Meetings, the Maldon area meetig is on 17th October.
Rail
Bus replacements on Crouch Valley Line on the first four weekends of September.
As last months continuing works on Liverpool Street to Southend line has disruption late evening and weekend trains. Need to check timings for your specific journey as there may be some retiming  of Althorne trains to suit revised times of Southend to Shenfield trains.
New train roll-out on Greater Anglia started. There are reports of an issue the new trains planned for Crouch Valley line will be too long for the short platforms at Wickford. 
Confirmation and resolution is TBE but to lengthen the platforms at Wickford would require removal of some of the buildings. 
Elizabeth Line (Crossrail) announced opening dates.
Shenfield to Liverpool Street – December 2018
Shenfield to Paddington- May 2019
Shenfield to Heathrow - December 2019
18/130

Health Report



Janet Cloke reported that very little has happened this month.
18/131

Clerk’s Report

The Clerk will agenda for next meeting discussion regarding late July/August meeting due to many Councillor’s not being able to attend this year, should we schedule a change of dates?.
18/132

Purchase of a projector

Discussion was had regarding the purchase of the projector and how it would be lengthy to view all documents at a Parish Council meeting.  The Clerk will speak to Maldon District Council GDPR Advisor to see if she can forward planning applications to parishioners.  It was agreed that the Clerk will create a planning folder which will be available to parishioners at the start of all meetings for viewing.
18/133

DHBUG Membership

Would Althorne Parish Council like to become members of Dengie Hundred Bus Users Group at a cost of £5 per year?

Cllr P Burgess proposed Althorne Parish Council become members of the Users Group, seconded by Cllr M Bassenger.
18/134

Offer of allotments to the Parish

An offer has been made for the allocation of 20 allotments on a field on Summehill for a period of 10/15 years.  An entrance and car park would need to be provided by the Parish Council.  Would the Parish Council like to consider this offer?
Discussion were had regarding this nice gesture, but it was felt that it could be a way of getting an entrance to the site, which may lead to future development.  Concerns were raised with regards to removal of trees around the village.  The Clerk will speak with Maldon District Council to gather information regarding the removal of trees.
18/135

Recreation Ground – Pavilion update



Report from Terry Inkpen.
Having used the pavilion for the Village Picnic event recently, I thought that it may be helpful to pass on some observations on the condition of this Parish asset, with no criticism intended. I understand that the pavilion was built on a tight budget and opened about thirty four years ago. It has served the Parish well and continues to do so, although it could be considered underused. 

Smell of mildew

On entering the building a smell of mildew can be noticed. This is may be from the black patch on the ceiling in the main room, left after an earlier roof leak I believe. There is no evidence of water ingress now, but it should be checked, before the defective plasterboard is cut out and replaced.

Condition of windows & shutters.

The panels of the window shutters have been sprung away from the frames in places where the pop rivets have pulled through, possibly by being hit with footballs or deliberate vandalism. The shutters are difficult to close and secure and they need realigning with their frames. The shutters are held closed by centre padlocks, but this allows the shutters to hang clear of the windows. A better method might be with a central horizontal bar with a padlock at one end. A coat of paint in a lighter colour could be considered rather than the matt brown that we have now.

At some point in the past it appears that an angle grinder has been used close to the glass of the windows and the splatter from this has embedded in the glass making it impossible to clean.

General cleanliness.

The football club that currently hires the pavilion have kept the facility in good condition with no mud on the floor in the main room and the kitchen and toilets as clean as can be with the current facilities, however the whole facility would benefit from a good clean, particularly a good scrub of the floors in the kitchen and toilets, which seem a bit ‘greasy’ and dingy. Should we consider some ceramic tiles for the floors? 

Kitchen

There are currently two freezers in the kitchen, one a chest type, which is functional, and the other a small under-worktop type of unknown status. It would be useful to replace the small freezer with a refrigerator.

The kitchen units are not sealed back to the walls, and the walls are not tiled which makes effective cleaning difficult.

There are a number of cooking appliances on the worktops, grills, microwaves, water heaters etc. of unknown ownership, and which probably have outdated safety checks, if any.

There is no installed hot water supply.

State of decoration

The decoration is generally sound, but there are some marks on the wall near the main doors and the paint is flaking off the walls in some of the toilet areas. The window frames would benefit from a coat of paint.

Toilets

The toilets are unsavoury and would benefit from an upgrade. Larger sinks with hot water available and soap dispensers would be a start. The paper towel dispensers are empty, and perhaps hot air hand driers should be considered. The toilets and exposed pipework look past their best. Examples of what can be done are at the parish and church halls. There are no mirrors installed.

The waste connection in the men’s toilet appears to be leaking, the floor is damp and the vinyl tiles are lifting.

There is no storage for spare paper towels and toilet rolls.

Hot water supply.

There is no permanent hot water supply in the kitchen or toilets, which degrade the ability to keep the areas clean and provide hygienic facilities in the toilets. There is an argument that, if we are going to provide facilities for sporting and other events we should enable people to clean themselves up afterwards to a limited degree, even if not providing showers etc. 
Storage

There is no provision for storing consumables in the building, towels, toilet rolls, soap etc., apart from in the kitchen.

The Gents toilet has a stack of umbrellas behind the door, and the Ladies, an unlocked filing cabinet with assorted games and historic documentation.

The loft, accessed through a relatively small hatch, is used to store a number of children’s play items and games, plus now, the spare charcoal from the barbecue used at the village picnic.

If the hatch were increased in size, the loft boarded out and insulated, and a loft ladder installed it would provide a useful extra facility for the parish.

The netball posts are currently stored in the main room of the pavilion, plus the stock of rather tatty chairs.  

Heating & Insulation

Current heating is provided by electrical heaters which have not been tried for effectiveness, but they would be working in a building with little insulation.

There does not seem to be any facility for charging users for the use of the energy as in the Parish and Church halls.

The wiring for the electrical system is quite obtrusive and could be tidied up, particularly in the area near the entrance door and the kitchen.

External Appearance

The appearance of the building, and access to the side window shutters, would be improved by relocating the recycling and spare soil containers to the inside of the hedge bordering Summerhill, or some other convenient location.

Future development.

Should we consider replacing the current unsightly storage container at the side of the pavilion with an extension to the pavilion itself? This could incorporate an ‘up and over’ garage door for access to storage, and would cost the same as an integral domestic garage. 

Hire potential.

Some of the works mentioned above are necessary to preserve the fabric of the building and maintain its present function, but others are enhancements which could be considered of little benefit when balanced against the cost. I really depends on whether we want to create a more attractive and functional facility with hire potential, that has features that do not exist at the Parish or Church halls, or just maintain it at its current level.

18/136

Reports from Meetings and Events attended



No meetings attended.
18/137

Public Forum with respect to matters of mutual interest

18/138

Information Exchange/Next Agenda Items Only

No decisions can be made under this item.

Matters may be raised by members and requested to be itemised on the next meeting agenda.

18/139

Date of next meeting and closure

Parish Council Meeting 26th September 2018 @ 7.30pm

Meeting closed at 9.25pm.
  �
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