Current situation ……………………
Please note the information towards the back of the newsletter is from pre-covid times and
might not be accurate at present. If anyone has any current information, please let me know.
Linda

ALTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL
Notes on a virtual parish council meeting held at 7:30pm on Wednesday 30 September 2020.
Introduction: Given restrictions on assembly due to the Covid 19 virus pandemic, the parish
council is mandated to use video conferencing to hold its monthly meetings. The historic norm
is face-to-face assemblies held in the parish hall with parishioners in attendance to observe
the proceedings and decision-making. The Agenda is again published on the council notice
boards as well as its website, where Minutes of past meetings can also be viewed.
Zoom: Allowing the public to attend the meetings, this widely used application is the platform
of choice. Clearly this is somewhat restrictive compared to simply walking into the parish hall.
Parishioners have to pre-register with the Clerk to obtain the access code. Not all parishioners
have access to a device that has audio and video capability. Whilst a majority of the village
appears to have access to fibre-based broadband, this does not necessarily apply the parish.
Offsetting that, parishioners can observe the meeting from the comfort of their own home.
There is some offset to the democratic deficit of a virtual meeting.
Meeting Preliminaries: Apologies for Absence were received from Cllr. Bardwell, who was
hospitalized. The Clerk sent condolences on behalf of the council. Approval of the Minutes of
the virtual meeting of 26 August was agreed, but consideration of the extra-ordinary meeting of
23 September (to review a planning application) was deferred; not all members had been able
to review the minutes. Declaration of Pecuniary and Other Interests was next. Here, Cllr.
Collins declared a Pecuniary Interest in relation to an agenda item relating to Crouch Ridge
Vineyard. Potentially it could be considered to affect the value of her property.
Public Forum with Respect to Agenda Items: The proprietor of the vineyard expressed an
interest in the agenda item which referenced planning issues. Given the lack of detail, the
chairman suggested he use his discretion to allow their contribution to any later discussion.
(Procedural note: the council meeting is a closed meeting i.e. no public comment, but there are
two opportunities for participation - Forums. At the opening of business this solely relates to
Agenda items; towards the close, there is a more general forum).
Finance:
As part of the documentation for the meeting provided by the Clerk, including a
functional analysis of expenditure, an e-printout of payments due was submitted for approval.
Statutory disclosures included grass cutting, rebinding our inaugural 1895 Minute Book,
stationary costs and the licence fee for our proprietary accounting system. The Clerk
requested approval for her 2020/21-payscale 35p per hour incremental award.
Planning: There were no applications, decisions or appeal notices advised by MDC. The
Planning Inspectorate dismissed an Appeal against MDC’s refusal to approve a lawful
development certificate for a property in Summerhill.
Neighbourhood Plan: The Chairman of the Steering Group reported that they were
beginning to recover ground lost due to C-19 and were starting to revive the critical parish
Questionnaire.
Transport Report: Text submitted by our Transport Rep, which was read out by the Clerk,
can be found elsewhere in the AVN.

Clerk’s Report: This centered on the status of the Clothes bin in the Recreation Ground Car
Park. This had become a focus of dumping of unwanted clothing. The operators were believed
to have gone out of business, but its removal shortly was anticipated. MDC’s Community
Protection Team, to which the council subscribes, reported forty-two speeding offences on
Summerhill. The CPT does not prosecute, but forwards the Trucam output to the police.
Essex Locality Fund: Our primary interface with Essex County Council is Cllr. Ron Pratt
who represents the Southminster Ward, of which we are part (as opposed to Maldon District,
where we are part of the Althorne Ward; this includes Latchingdon, Mundon and Maylandsea).
ECC has made available £10,000 for ward community projects. Three were identified for
consideration: the Parish Hall garden fence; resurfacing the Hall car park surface and the War
Memorial.
Essex Forest Initiative: In the upcoming season, ECC are willing to supply trees for
planting by volunteers. Our Recreation Ground, including the Dog Walk, offers potential.
While it was agreed to express interest, this requires consideration as to how to optimise this
opportunity.
Planning Policy and the new White Paper:
given the need to absorb the complexities.

It was agreed to defer this to the next meeting,

Crouch Ridge Vineyard: As agreed in the first public forum, after a summary of concerns
over aspects of planning authorisations for this retail/hospitality barn, the proprietors were
given the opportunity to comment. As the issues raised could result in enforcement by MDC
Planning it seems appropriate to defer comment.
Remembrance Day: Traditionally there is a short reflection, led by the local clergy, at the
War Memorial, to commemorate named parish First World War fallen and subsequent
casualties. Usually there is a good turnout, which is followed by a church service at St.
Andrews. The Chairman of the Parish Council, conventionally, reads the first lesson. This will
not happen this year, due to the C-19 pandemic restrictions. Also the sad demise of the vicar
of St Andrews means there is also some uncertainty regarding church participation. Official
guidance on assembly, advice from the British Legion and hopefully ecclesiastical clarification
will determine the format of any meeting. As trustees of the war memorial, your parish council
will endeavour to ensure this significant anniversary will not go unrecognized. Details of any
anticipated reflection will be posted in advance of Sunday, November 8, on the council’s
website.
Public Forum: Concern was expressed regarding the condition of a stile on Footpath 3. Cllr.
Bailey agreed to review the matter and discuss solutions with the Footpaths section of ECC.
Date of Next Meeting and Closure: The Chairman noted that the next virtual parish council
meeting would be held at 7:30pm, on Wednesday October 21, a week earlier than normal,
(parish council meetings are normally held on the last Wednesday in the month). Parishioners
wishing to participate should contact the Clerk for access details. The meeting was closed at
9:20pm.

Harvest Festival
We are unable to hold our annual harvest thanksgiving service this autumn. Usually at this
time of year, the whole church is decorated end to end with flowers, fruit and vegetables, and
filled with donations of packets of food, tins, jars, etc. Traditionally, fresh produce is sold off in
aid of a specific charity and all dry goods are given to our local food bank. St. Andrew's church
would still like to support Dengie Food Pantry and, therefore, we are asking if anyone has a
couple of tins of food to spare, please. The food bank is particularly short of sugar, coffee and
tins of fruit, meat, custard and rice pudding. Items can be left with Karen at 19 Garden Close,
Brenda at 7 Central Ave, Lynda at Portree, Summer Hill and Jean at 18 Austral Way.

Poppy Appeal 2020
The British Legion has confirmed that we should not collect house to house this year to
minimise contact, person to person. Hopefully, poppies and collection tins will still be in our
local pubs, cafes and businesses. Wreaths will still be laid at the War Memorial, the silence
held and names read out at 11am on Sunday 8th November. All welcome, social distancing,
and all precautions to be taken. We all still need to support this essential organisation.

TRAVEL CONTACTS:

Allan Brignall 01621 744528
Email: transport@vabrignall.plus.com

Public Transport
Information:

Buses:

traveline

0871 200 22 33 or www.traveline.info
(incurs an extra charge of 12p per minute)
Maldon Tourist Information Centre 01621 856503

First Essex Buses customer services 0345 6020121 for 31X, 36, etc.
www.firstgroup.com
First Travel Shop Chelmsford
01245 263859
www.firstgroup.com/essex
Stephensons of Essex
01702 541511
www.stephensonsofessex.com
Fords Coaches
01621 740326
www.fordscoaches.co.uk
Arrow Taxis (for DaRT 5 & DaRT 99) - Ken on 07487 511983

Trains:
 Burnham-on-Crouch Station, open M-F 6.30-10.30 am
 Abellio Greater Anglia 0345 600 7245
www.abelliogreateranglia.co.uk
 National Rail Enquiries 0345 748 4950 or www.nationalrail.co.uk
for all information relating to trains, including details of fares

TRANSPORT NEWS
Tier 2 restrictions recently announced for Essex include the instruction to reduce the number
of Journeys taken by Public Transport.
Please stay safe when travelling. Transport companies are making all efforts to provide safe
journeys but review the information and decide the amount of risk for yourself
BUS NEWS
I recently spotted a Chelmsford bound 31 service bus in Maldon which displayed a full bus
notice on the destination board. I cannot comment on seat availability at Althorne from
personal observation but First have a space checker tool predicting seat availability. It shows
limited seats early morning.
Link to tool is https://spacechecker.firstgroup.com/essex. Whilst it is always preferable to
go to the original source, First Bus post a lot of their latest news on the Dengie Hundred Bus
Users Group Facebook page (which replaces the DHBUG website).
Stephensons only run the 200/220 service shopper buses to Basildon in school term times,
so do not run on October 29th and 30th as it is Half Term.
Ford’s shopper service 6 to Chelmsford next dates are October 23rd, November 6th and 20th.

RAIL NEWS
Crouch Valley line is still running to the 17th May timetable. However from 12th October
Greater Anglia have revised some timetables to allow for extra journey time due to potential of
leaves on the line and icy conditions. Welcome to colder weather.
FLIGHT NEWS
Althorne is not getting an airport but aeroplane travel has been in the news commenting it is
considered safer than first thought due to its air filtration systems.
Whilst airports are running at much reduced capacity this is the area where most care has to
be taken as people can mix more. Southend airport showed only four departures with at least 3
hours between flights so the terminal should have plenty of space to maintain social
distancing.
Allan

Essex and Suffolk Dart
Do you need to get to Broomfield Hospital?
or
Would you like to go to Morrisons, Tesco,
Aldi or Lidl in Maldon?
We can take you!
Ring our office on
01621 874411
We can book you on one of our buses.
Concession passes are accepted

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH HALL

-

ALTHORNE

(AVAILABLE FOR HIRE)
Offering:
 Large floor space with marked out badminton court
 Modern kitchen with oven, fridge and microwave
(Crockery and cutlery etc.)
 Tables and chairs for up to 90 persons
 Re-furbished cloaks area with toilets and all facilities
 Wheelchair friendly - ramp available
 Car parking (Hard standing - up to 20 spaces)
 Paved patio area
For bookings and rates of hire, please contact:
Mary Stoker on 01621 742464
or
Margaret Hamilton on 01621 740200

Police Contact No’s:
Emergency – Dial ‘999’
Non-Emergency – Dial ‘101’
Some crimes can be reported online

Sunday opening chemists

(and late opening)

Burnham Pharmacy, situated in the Burnham Surgery,
Monday to Saturday—7.00am to 10.30pm, Sunday—10am to 5pm
Blackwater Pharmacy, situated by the Council Offices in Princes Road, Maldon.
Monday to Saturday -7.00am to 10pm, Sunday 10am to 8pm
Tesco Pharmacy, Maldon, Sunday 10am to 4pm
Govani Chemist, Sth Woodham Ferrers, Sunday 10.30am to 11.30am

Maldon & District Citizens Advice Bureau
Opening times - Monday to Friday 10.00am to 4pm in Maldon District Council Offices,
Thursday 10am to 1pm in Burnham Station House, Tuesday 9.30am to 12noon in
Southminster United Reform Church.
Telephone advice:

Monday to Friday, 10am to 4pm

- 01621 875774

Maldon Conservative Constituency Association
If you need help or advice, contact your Member of Parliament John Whittingdale MP.
holds regular surgeries in Maldon, Burnham, Stock and South Woodham Ferrers.
For an appointment ring the Constituency office on 01621 855663

John

Defibrillators in the village …………………
There are defibrillators at Riverview Park, on the front of the Parish Hall
and in the Three Horseshoes Pub. (At the moment this machine is available to
anyone during pub opening times).
Apparently, these machines are easy for anyone to use.
They instruct you through the
procedure and it is impossible to shock anyone who doesn’t need to be shocked.

ALTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL
Contact Details
Address:
The Council Office, The Parish Hall, Summerhill, Althorne, Essex. CM3 6BY
Website:
The Clerk:

www.althorneparishcouncil.co.uk
Mrs Joanna Jeffery. Tel: 744825.
email: althornepc@yahoo.com
The council office is open between 1.30pm and 3.30pm each Thursday.

The Council:
Mr Paul Burgess
Mr Brian Noye
Mr Terry Inkpen

741319
742060
741174

Chairman
Parish Councillor/Vice Chairman
Parish Councillor

Dr Christine Collins
Mrs Anne Bailey
Mr Peter Davey
Mr Clint Bardwell
Mr Bob Boyce

740671

Parish Councillor
Parish Councillor
Parish Councillor
Parish Councillor
District Councillor

Council meetings are held in the Parish Hall, on the last Wednesday of the month, at 7.30pm. The
agenda, which is published at least three working days before the meeting and contains details of
Planning Applications, may be viewed on the Council website, the Parish Hall and the Recreation
Ground notice boards. Minutes are posted on the website and on the notice boards at the Parish Hall
and Recreation Ground when agreed at the next meeting.

