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ALTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL
Notes on a virtual council meeting held at 7:30pm on Wednesday 16 December 2020.
Timing : The December parish council meeting was, as usual, held earlier to accommodate the
Xmas season. In part this is an opportunity for attendees to socialise with councillors and other
parishioners; obviously not in 2020. Maldon recently has been placed under the more
restrictive Tier 4 lockdown. Hopefully, 2021 will see a resumption of face-to-face socialisation.
Brexit : Normally, the due meeting date would have been December 30 2020, the last
Wednesday in the month. There was, however, one meeting of note on that day. Parliament
sat to ratify the Brexit legislation, which came into force at 11:00pm the following day, one hour
before midnight when the New Year traditionally is welcomed in. From the start of 2021 we are
a fully sovereign nation, an event that 60% of participating electors in the Maldon District voted
for.
Virtual Meetings: Before moving on to the business in hand, the December virtual council
meeting, it might be helpful to review to issue of “virtual” in 2020. Our last “conventional”
meeting in the Parish Hall was held on 26 February. Faced with lock-down, we responded and
adapted, connecting councillors and parishioners for the April 29 meeting, using Zoom.
Initially we used the free option, but given its limited functionality, soon subscribed to the full
version. We are still on a learning curve, there have been minor technical issues, but
essentially it works. In addition to her meeting secretarial duties the Clerk also manages the
application, and promptly produces detailed minutes; no mean feat.
Local Democracy: As has been observed, there is a potential democratic deficit with virtual
meetings, in that some parishioners are excluded by virtue of not having compliant hardware.
Equally, the lack of public transport meant that most parishioners were reliant on private
vehicular access to the parish hall. Some may not have an adequate broadband connection.
However, most of the parish is connected to the fibre optic network, offering viable connectivity.
Arguably Zoom, and other media apps, adds a new dimension to the democratic process.
Meeting Attendance: Unsurprisingly, not many parishioners physically attended meetings,
but apocryphally at least compared to other parishes, there was significant parishioner
participation, holding the council to account. Regrettably virtually, this broadly has lapsed, but
hopefully post inoculation, if we revert to Hall meetings or possibly some hybrid, greater
scrutiny will resume.
Business: There was a full virtual council of seven members, remotely observed by three
parishioners, with no district councillors. After approving the Minutes of the virtual meeting held
25 November 2020 and there being no declarations of pecuniary or other interest, the
Chairman opened up the first of the two Public Forums. Here a parishioner, noting the
absence of a Highways agenda item, reported that ECC was reviewing an application for a
30mph speed limit on the Fambridge Road and requested that the parish council support this.
Finance: The first agenda item related to disbursements. Having circulated details prior to
the meeting, the Clerk requested approval for total payments of £2,239, of which two (for £240
and £250 for our auditors and groundsmen) require statutory declaration. In the first nine
months of the current 2020/21 financial year payments totaling £19,154 were approved.
Precept: The second agenda item related to the Parish Precept for fiscal 2021/22,
commencing April 1. This is the amount directly levied on households, via the MDC council tax
charge, to fund parish expenditures. Discussion on the budget for the next year is initiated in
October and scrutinised in November. In December, the Precept is formally agreed, for
notification to MDC in early January. This year the Precept was set at £21,500 (£18,000);
approximately £42pa (£35pa) for a band D household, approximately 81p per week.
You council is aware that the level set, as is permitted, is above the level of inflation and
government guidelines for district councils. The precept has remained relatively constant for a

number of years. However, your council considers it prudent to maintain a broad parity
between income and projected expenditure. It is not insensitive to the impact on the financially
challenged. However, when government income support grants were removed, they were
replaced by exemption from council tax, shielding a significant number of households.
Planning: Unusually, two equestrian applications were notified for consideration. One was for
a ménage with lighting on the Burnham Road (20/01101), and the other for floodlighting for an
existing ménage on the Endway (19/01048). Having considered the environmental aspects of
ménage lighting in a rural setting, both were approved. The other application (20/00929) was
for a 3 bed chalet in Bridgemarsh Lane. In compliance with the Local Development Plan, the
Council objected to this application, as it was outside the parish boundary, in an unsustainable
location and would create the urbanization of a rural location.
Neighbourhood Plan: Preparation of the parish Questionnaire, to validate the Plan, has been
impacted by C19. It is hoped that with the help of consultants RCCE new momentum can be
induced into the process.
Clerk’s Report: The Community protection Team reported sixteen speeding incidents were
captured from three Trucam patrols. Given an increase in reported dog fouling in Garden
Close and Highfield Rise, the CPT have been requested to increase surveillance in these
locations.
Other matters: It was agreed that the Clerk should contact our County Councillor with regard
to progress on reinstating the Speed Indicator Device (SID) on the Burnham Road. While
Trucam cannot be used on the Fambridge Road, it was felt that increased speeding on the
Burnham Road should be assessed with a survey to establish non-compliance and possible
CPT action.
Exclusion of the Public and Press: This was to enable the council to assess quotations for
arboreal work (tree felling and lopping) in the Recreational Ground. It was agreed to accept the
quotation from DF Clark. MSJ Garwood was selected to undertake play equipment
remediation.
Date of Next Virtual Meeting and Closure: After noting the next Parish Council Meeting* was
scheduled for 27th January 2021, The Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.10pm.
* Parishioners wishing to join the meeting are invited to contact the Clerk, on-line, to receive
the access code. It is very straightforward, but needs the Free Zoom app installed.

Be aware of vaccination scams
You will be invited for a Covid vaccination from the NHS when you are eligible.
Vaccinations are free and you will never be asked to pay.
Any communication asking you to pay is a SCAM and should be ignored.
If you receive a message asking you to pay, report it to the Citizens Advice
Service or call 08082 231133.
Please remember that you can’t jump the queue by paying for a vaccine.

GOODIES HAMPER
How very kind some people are !! Thank you so much to Christine who donated a spare
basket of treats to raffle for the church repair funds. This was quickly added to and became a
hamper of goodies, with a panetonne, a bottle of fizz and a bottle of wine donated as
additional prizes. Thanks to everyone who bought raffle tickets . This raised £288 - winning
tickets , drawn on New Years Eve, belonged to Nicola, Rosemary, Emily and Karen. Well done
everybody. Just goes to show how far a kind act can spread.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS AND MUSIC IN THE FRONT GARDEN
Many thanks as well to Shaun and Mark, on Summer Hill, for hosting a walk-by treat of
sparkling lights and Christmas music on a Saturday afternoon before Christmas. Mulled wine
and mince pies were also available under the gazebo for socially distanced neighbours and
friends to partake in.
Maxine and Spencer over the road also supplied more refreshments.
Kind as always and thoughtful, Shaun and Mark put out a bucket for donations to our church
repair funds and raised a brilliant £55, plus gave everyone a jolly afternoon amid the doom
and gloom of winter. and our present restricted circumstances.
Well done to everyone who joined in.
and our present restricted circumstances. Well done everyone who joined in there also.

ERIC DANIELS
Sadly passed away recently.
Eric lived on the corner of Highfield
Rise and Summerhill until he moved away in late 2018 to live near his daughter.
He delivered the newsletters on Highfield Rise for many years.
He will be remembered fondly by his old neighbours and many people in the village.

CHURCH OPEN
St Andrew's is still open on Wednesday mornings from 10.30 - 12 for private prayer, or just sit
and think, call in for as long or as little time as you wish. Everyone welcome, please wear a
face covering and sanitise hands on arrival. During November we lit candles for those we love
but see no more for All Souls/All Saints Day. We also observed the two minutes silence at
11am on the 11th November and lit candles for those men named on our war memorial. During
December we shall be lighting the usual advent candles in the weeks leading up to Christmas.

TRAVEL CONTACTS:

Allan Brignall 01621 744528
Email: transport@vabrignall.plus.com

Public Transport
Information:

Buses:

traveline

0871 200 22 33 or www.traveline.info
(incurs an extra charge of 12p per minute)
Maldon Tourist Information Centre 01621 856503

First Essex Buses customer services 0345 6020121 for 31X, 36, etc.
www.firstgroup.com
First Travel Shop Chelmsford
01245 263859
www.firstgroup.com/essex
Stephensons of Essex
01702 541511
www.stephensonsofessex.com
Fords Coaches
01621 740326
www.fordscoaches.co.uk
Arrow Taxis (for DaRT 5 & DaRT 99) - Ken on 07487 511983

Trains:
 Burnham-on-Crouch Station, open M-F 6.30-10.30 am
 Abellio Greater Anglia 0345 600 7245
www.abelliogreateranglia.co.uk
 National Rail Enquiries 0345 748 4950 or www.nationalrail.co.uk
for all information relating to trains, including details of fares

TRANSPORT NEWS
Welcome to the New Year which faces a different level of public transport and the need for it.
Currently most services are operating to near normal service levels thanks to Government
subsidies but it is debatable how long this can continue. At the same time the Government is
advising to travel only where necessary which makes for a difficult balancing act.
BUS NEWS
Althorne is served by some bus services which operate on school days only, so will not be
running during Covid Lockdown and scheduled school holidays. This puts the soonest
possible restart of these services into the week commencing 22nd February.
First Essex timetable starting 3rd Jan 2021 shows an additional 31X on school days from the
Post Office to Chelmsford which may be useful when schools reopen. As it starts from the Post
Office it will have all seats available (Covid measures permitting).
Ford’s shopper service does not run during full Lockdown though it will run every two weeks
regardless of school holidays when Lockdown eases.
Stephensons only run the 200/220 service shopper buses to Basildon on school days so will
not be running at present.
RAIL NEWS
Greater Anglia report that one of the new trains ran its first Crouch Valley branch line service
on 23rd December which would have called at Althorne at 19.00 and on its return to London at
19.28, though I did not witness the event.
To date, the Government subsidies to the train companies since the first Lockdown amount to
£9 billion. In the first Lockdown the subsidy was estimated to be £100 pound per passenger.
This is the background to recent reports that train services may be reduced.
Service Alterations;
Bus Replacement Service is in operation at weekend of 6th/7th February. Memo—as advised
in December’s AVN, Greater Anglia advise the bus stop is to be on Fords Coaches forecourt.

On other weekends Crouch Valley Trains are operating but onward services have slight timing
variation due to engineering work and on Sunday 21st Feb there is a bus replacement
between Wickford and Southend.
Allan

Copied from Dart
Transport is available to South Woodham Ferrers, Sainsbury's Vaccination Center
from The Dengie Peninsula, Maldon and Heybridge. You do need to book in
advance.
We are examining possibilities for transport to all other Vaccination Centres in DaRT
areas, and information will be published on here when available.
01621 874410

Christmas lights
Just before Christmas, two OAPs went for a walk, in the dark, so as to fully appreciate
the lovely Christmas lights on Summerhill. It was more than worth it as they were so
pretty!
Many thanks to all those involved.
(They missed the lights everywhere else, which were just as good! Well done the
village.
Linda)

Citizens Advice
At Maldon & District Citizens Advice, we can help you to find a way forward, by giving free,
confidential advice in all subject areas.
Universal Credit
The number of Universal Credit claimants has risen significantly during the pandemic and may
continue to rise if the number of redundancies increases. Claiming Universal Credit may not be the
best choice for everyone but once a claim is made there is no going back to the “legacy benefits” it
replaces. Maldon and District Citizens Advice can calculate your entitlement to all benefits available to
you so that the best decisions can be made.
When Universal Credit was introduced it replaced six old benefits which means information can be
complicated and difficult to understand. A claim cannot be made and left to continue paying into a
bank account without regular attention from the claimant. Inattention can easily lead to payments
being stopped. Before claiming, our experienced advisers can tell claimants what they need to know,
how to maximise their income and what commitments will be asked of them once a claim is made, so
that everything can run smoothly.
Where ongoing claims have gone awry for one reason or another Maldon and District Citizens Advice
can help you to appeal against decisions made, hopefully reversing those decisions, and recovering
lost payments.
Case Study
Last month I signed up to Universal Credit for the first time, after I was made redundant. I am looking
for a new job but I’m not sure if there’s anything more I need to do to ensure I keep getting Universal
Credit?
When you apply for Universal Credit you’ll agree to a Claimant Commitment with your work coach. A
Claimant Commitment is a record of the responsibilities that you have accepted to receive Universal

Credit payments. Your claimant commitment will be updated each time you see your work coach.
When you agree to your Claimant Commitment you will be put into one of four work-related activity
groups (sometimes called “conditionality” groups). These set out the tasks you’re expected to
complete in order to receive your full benefit payment. For example, you may be required to write a
CV, sign up for job alerts or apply for vacancies. You can check which group you’re in by logging into
your Universal Credit account online and checking your Claimant Commitment. If you’re not online,
you will have been provided with a paper copy of your Claimant Commitment.
In order to show how you have completed the to-do list set out in your Claimant Commitment, you
should keep a record of the tasks you’ve completed and how long they took in your Universal Credit
online journal, or in a diary if you’re not online.
Our website has a great deal of relevant information including:
Universal Credit – What You Need to Know
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/benefits/universal-credit/
Benefit Calculators:
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/benefits/benefits-introduction/what-benefits-can-i-get/
Please contact us for advice on any subject by:
ringing 01621 875774 – leave a message and an adviser will return your call that day or emailing
bureau@maldoncab.cabnet.org.uk
Sally Babbage.

A Christmas Quiz - Answers
1. Stollen is the traditional fruit cake of which country?

Germany

2. What name is given to small sausages wrapped in bacon?

Pigs in blankets

3. What fairy tale inspired gingerbread houses? Hansel and Gretl
4. True or false? Before the turkey, the traditional English Christmas dinner included a pig’s
head smothered in mustard
True
5. Which type of sweet bread loaf, which originated in Milan, is traditionally eaten at Christmas
in Italy and many other European countries? Panettoni
6. What country has the tradition of filling children’s clogs with candy and treats on December
5? Italy
7. Which country was the first to use the tradition of Christmas trees? Germany
8. Which was the first country to issue a Christmas postage stamp? Canada
9. Which company made the concept of Santa Claus popular worldwide?
10. Which of Santa’s reindeer is named after another animal?
11. What Christmas decoration is made from a parasitic plant?
12. Where was St. Nicholas born?

Vixen
Mistletoe

Turkey

13. What is the name of Ebenezer Scrooge’s partner?

Jacob Marley

Coca Cola

14. Which is the most famous Christman ballet of all time?

Nutcracker

15. Of all the popular Christmas song, which is the best-selling single of all time?
Christmas

White

16. Jimmy Boyd was 12 years old in 1952 when he scored a hit with a song about something
that happened under the mistletoe. What is the name of this song? I saw Mummy
kissing Santa Claus

Maldon Community Coronavirus Response
Tel ; 01621 851997
For those of you who were previously shielding, the recommendation is to limit social
contact as much as possible. This includes trips to the shops and pharmacy.
If you need any help with anything our helpline is still active - currently at office hours
only but we will be reviewing this and making changes as needed.
Please call us if you need help and please spread the word

FOR SALE
LUGGIE MOBILITY SCOOTER
Cost £3000.00 but I will take £500,
or near offer.
Tel: 01621 742282

More from Church Bulletins …………………
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7pm.

Please use the back door.

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.
The sermon this morning:
Jesus’.

‘Jesus walks on the water’. The sermon tonight:

‘Searching for

The Pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation would lend him their electric
girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.
Don’t let worry kill you off

-

let the Church help.

ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH HALL

-

ALTHORNE

(AVAILABLE FOR HIRE)
Offering:
 Large floor space with marked out badminton court
 Modern kitchen with oven, fridge and microwave
(Crockery and cutlery etc.)
 Tables and chairs for up to 90 persons
 Re-furbished cloaks area with toilets and all facilities
 Wheelchair friendly - ramp available
 Car parking (Hard standing - up to 20 spaces)
 Paved patio area
For bookings and rates of hire, please contact:
Mary Stoker on 01621 742464
or
Margaret Hamilton on 01621 740200

Police Contact No’s:
Emergency – Dial ‘999’
Non-Emergency – Dial ‘101’
Some crimes can be reported online

Sunday opening chemists

(and late opening)

Burnham Pharmacy, situated in the Burnham Surgery,
Monday to Saturday—7.00am to 10.30pm, Sunday—10am to 5pm
Blackwater Pharmacy, situated by the Council Offices in Princes Road, Maldon.
Monday to Saturday -7.00am to 10pm, Sunday 10am to 8pm
Tesco Pharmacy, Maldon, Sunday 10am to 4pm
Govani Chemist, Sth Woodham Ferrers, Sunday 10.30am to 11.30am

Maldon & District Citizens Advice Bureau
Opening times - Monday to Friday 10.00am to 4pm in Maldon District Council Offices,
Thursday 10am to 1pm in Burnham Station House, Tuesday 9.30am to 12noon in
Southminster United Reform Church.
Telephone advice:

Monday to Friday, 10am to 4pm

- 01621 875774

Maldon Conservative Constituency Association
If you need help or advice, contact your Member of Parliament John Whittingdale MP.
holds regular surgeries in Maldon, Burnham, Stock and South Woodham Ferrers.
For an appointment ring the Constituency office on 01621 855663

John

Defibrillators in the village …………………
There are defibrillators at Riverview Park, on the front of the Parish Hall
and in the Three Horseshoes Pub. (At the moment this machine is available to
anyone during pub opening times).
Apparently, these machines are easy for anyone to use.
They instruct you through the
procedure and it is impossible to shock anyone who doesn’t need to be shocked.

ALTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL
Contact Details
Address:
The Council Office, The Parish Hall, Summerhill, Althorne, Essex. CM3 6BY
Website:
The Clerk:

www.althorneparishcouncil.co.uk
Mrs Joanna Jeffery. Tel: 744825.
email: althornepc@yahoo.com
The council office is open between 1.30pm and 3.30pm each Thursday.

The Council:
Mr Paul Burgess
Mr Brian Noye
Mr Terry Inkpen
Dr Christine Collins
Mrs Anne Bailey
Mr Peter Davey
Mr Clint Bardwell
Mr Bob Boyce

741319
742060
741174

740671

Chairman
Parish Councillor/Vice Chairman
Parish Councillor
Parish Councillor
Parish Councillor
Parish Councillor
Parish Councillor
District Councillor

Council meetings are held in the Parish Hall, on the last Wednesday of the month, at 7.30pm. The
agenda, which is published at least three working days before the meeting and contains details of
Planning Applications, may be viewed on the Council website, the Parish Hall and the Recreation
Ground notice boards. Minutes are posted on the website and on the notice boards at the Parish Hall
and Recreation Ground when agreed at the next meeting.

